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PRiscellaneous Entelligeuce. 
-- PRAYER FOR COLLEGES. 


The following considerations are extracted from 
an able address in the last number of the Quarterly 
Journal of the American Education Society. 


To all the friends of Zion, throughout the land. 


Dear CureisTiAN Breruren, 


Permit us in a few words, to “ stir up your 
pure minds by way of remembrance.” The last 
Thursday of February is at hand. Blessed day ! 
How many warm aad gushing emotions it the bare 
mention of it calculated to excite in a thousand pi- 
ous hearts. What though no worldling’s pulse will 
be quickened by its approach ; no jubilant peals will 
usher it in ; no far-sighted politician will mark it in 
his calendar; and it will come and go unheeded 
by the busy and the pleasure-loving throb ; surely 
the American Church will anticipate its return 
with a deep and thrilling interest. Faith and 
hope, and charity will kindle in her eye at its ear- 
ly dawn, and impart a holy importunity to her 
supplications. Angels we doubt not, will rejoice 
in their celestial spheres, and God himself will 
light up the day with his smiles, when he looks 
down and bebolds his children wrestling togeth- 
er with the “* Angels of the covenant.” 

Shall we stop to prove that prayer is a duly, 
and that God is moved by it to bestow blessings 
upon the world which he would otherwise with 
hold? This might have been needful in a dark- 
er age, but “the darkness is past and the true 
light now shineth.” We will not therefore keep 
you a moment longer, beloved brethren, form 
the main design of this address, It is to engage, 
if possible, every Christian in the land, to pray 
for the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit upon our 
Colloges ; and especially to secure for them the 
united intercessions of the church on the day 
already specified, which we hope will be devo- 
ted to fasting and prayer by all who love the 
Saviour. 

The truth is, dear brethren, and it must be 
told, that the church at large is not awake to the 
duty and importance of praying for revivals in 
colleges. But few Christians, we believe, have 
yet contemplated the subject in half its impor 
‘ant bearings; while the great majority of pro- 
‘essOrs in this country have not hitherto taken any 
partiothe annual concert. It is extremely en- 
couraging to know, however, that since God 
‘vst out it into the hearts of a few to propose and 
' unite tn sach a concert, the boly flame has been 
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blessed era, (for we must call it an era,) revivals 
have become much more frequent and powerful 
in our classical seminaries, than they ever were 
before. Indeed when we look at facts and coin- 
cidences, we find it impossible to douht that God 
has affixed to this concert the broad seal of his 
approbation. Again and again has that promise 
been verified, “ Before they call L will answer ; 
and while they are yet speaking I will bear.”— 
In some instances has the Spirit been poured out 
on the very day of fasting and prayer, and num- 
hers of students have been “ pricked in their 
heart.” In many other cases a deep solemnity 
has fallen upon colleges, while the children of 
God were yet upon their knees, has been manmi- 
festly connected with subsequent revivals, One 
such case, at least, occurred last Febiuary. We 
saw it. If our hearts deceive us not, we felt it: 
and after a few weeks of gradually increasing 
interest, the Holy Ghost came down upon the 
seminary “like a mighty rushing wind.” Re- 
viewing the recent history of college revivals, we 
can no more question that God has heard and 
answered prayer, than if we were assured of it 
by anaudible voice fromheaven. But how much 
greater things than these might have been done, 
had there been more prayer, and more faith, end 
more fasting ; had five, or seven hundred thou- 
sand Christians united in the annual concert, and 
ofien renewed their suplications in behalf of our 
colleges. 

Permit us then, dear brethren, of every de- 
nomination, and in every section of the Amer- 
ican cliurch, to be impertunate with you in this 
regatd; and we solemnly put it to your consciences, 
whether we ougtit, in any case, to take a denial ? 
In asking you to unite with us in fasting aod 
supplication, on the last Thursday of February, 
we plead for your sons and brothers in our public 
seminaries, and for your own children also, who 
are yet enemies to God. We plead for the des- 
titute churches in the older states, and for the 
scattered population of the west and south.— 
We plead for all the invaluable institutions of our 
common country: for the sabbath, for the laws, 
for the public morality and sufety, for al] our se. 
publican constitutions of government. We 
for the red wan within our borders a 






INTERESTING FACTS. 


Former beneficiaries of the American Education 
Society refunding. 
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refunded within three months by beneficiaries of 
the American Education Sociely who have com 
pleted their studies, as the Tyeasurer’s account 
for the present number of the Journal will show. 
One hundred and forty dollars have in the same 
time been received into the Treasury of the Maine 
Branch, froma former beneficiary of that So 
ciety. One hundred more is known to have been 
ordered to be paid into the Treasurer of the Par- 
ent Society, by a young minister who is labor- 
iously engaged in promoting the interests of on: 
of the largest benevolent societies of our country. 


Total Ten hundred and fifty six dollars. 


Fruits of the labors of the six beneficiaries of the 
American Education Society settled in the min 
istry. 

In the course of a correspondence which the 
Secretary of the American Education Society has 
recently held with former beneficiaries of the So- 
ciety, six have, incigentally, mentioned the aim 
ber of souls who have been added to their respect- 
ive churches, or who have become hopefully pious, 
during their ministry, which, of course, has been 
but short. The whole number thus mentioned, is, 
598. OF these, 358 have become subjects of di 
vine grace, it is hoped, during the last year. Ony 
inemtions 200 such instances as having oceurred 
under his ministry within a year ;—a minister too 
whose flock is scattered over 8 or 9 miles square— 
whose salary is nominally, though not reaily 350 
dollars; and who has taken his siation amoug a 
people “in a broken, scattered situation, having 
been destitute of the settled ministry twenty five 
or thirty years.” Friends of the Education Soci 
ety! Can you hear such facts and not thank God, 
and take courage ? Between 70 and 80 former 
Beneficiaries are settled as pasiors. What are 
port would you have of the fruits of your benevo 
lence, if they could all rehearse the successes 
which God has already given to their labors. Be 
not then weary in well doing, but double your et- 
forts, and the results will be increasingly glorious. 


Important question answered by facts. 


How shall the number of faithful ministers and 
missionaries be increased, so as to meet the grow- 
ing demands of the present times ? 

This is a question in which every friend of re- 
ligion, and especially every friend of Foreign 
and Domestic Missions cannot but feel a lively 
interest. For what are Societies, or funds, uf 
there be not a sufficient number of labourers to 
be sent forth by meansof them? As facts are 
the most powerful reasoning in the world, we 
shall answer the question by appealing to these. 
The statement which follows is derived from the 
highest authority, and is the result of careful in 
quiry. Of those who have belonged to the The 
ological Seminaries of Andover, Princeton, and 
Avburn, and who have become ministers an! 
missionaries, it will be seen that the largest pro- 
portion have belonged to the class of indigent, or 
charity students. 


Exertions to circulate the Bible. 
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PRINCETON. 


Whole number who have left the Seminary $75 


Charity students - - - . 200 
Whole number of Foreign Missiouaries 11 
Charity students ° . " : C 
Whole number of Domestic Missionaries 144 
Charity students - - - - 90 
AUBURN. 
Whole number who have left - - 75 
Known to have been charity students - $5 


Several others it is supposed have been assis- 
ted. 


Thus it anpears that more than three fourths 
of those who have gone on a Foreign Mission, 
and whose labours are changing the moral char- 
acter of pagan nations, and .bringing joy to mill- 
ions of pious hearts, have been assisted to gain 
their high posts of usefulness by the hand of 
christian benevolence, More than half «ho >ave 
hecome Domestic Missionaries, or settled as Pas- 
tors of churches from the above [nustitutions have 
heen aided in asimilar way. Of those now in the 
seminaries referred to, more than half are known 
tohe dependent ow the aid of the Church, ina 
greater or less degree, We forbear to add a sin- 
gle reflection on such facts as these. The ob- 
serving Christian will see where God is fiuting a 
largepartof the men, whom he desigus to employ 
in the glorious work of reaping the harvest of the 
world; and he will find an argument for the sup- 
port of Education Societies which no sophistry can 
possibly shake, or even obscure. 





EXERTIONS TO CIRCULATE THE BIBLE. 
Behold how great a matter a litile fire kindleth! 


It is probably known to most of our readers, 
that extraordinary exertions are imiking, in eight 
or nine States of the Union, ‘to place the Bible in 
every family which is now destitute, within a pre- 
scribed time. ‘This is au event of vast importance 
in reference tothe promotion of religion in the 
work. If Christians will resolve to perform cer- 
tain charitable labors, relying on God for strength, 
and finish them thoroughly within a limited peri- 
od; and if they will then undertake other labors 
in the same spirit, and execute them in the same 
manner, it is manifest that the great work of mor- 
al renovation will go on rapidly. 

The first instance of this plan of systematic, 
thorough aud prompt action occurred in Monroe 
county, N. Y., at the suggestion, and under the 
auspices of a public spirited inhabitant of that 
county. The example there set has been copied 
in its essential traits, by all who have engaged in 
the late movements for the supply of Bibles to the 
destitute. A friend of ours, deeply impressed 
with the importance of this example. wrote for au- 
thentic information, as to the proceedings in Mon- 
roe county. The following is the substance of 
the information obtained, the accuracy of which 
may be relied on. 

In 1824. a recommendation came out from the 
American Bible Society, that the number of Bi- 
bles, readers, &c. in each county, should be ascer- 
tained. In two school districts of Cmili, a town 
in Monroe county, the inquiry was made; and the 
report stated, that one third of the families were 
without the Bible. Thus was ia May, 1825. 





ANDOVER. 
Whole number ou the General Catalogue 422 
Charity students - - - - 320 
Whole wimtber who have become Foreign 
Missionaries - - - - - 33 
Charity students - - - - 28 


The fact alarmed the individual, who has been 
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1828.] 
alluded to; and he urged upon the county society 
that something must be done. He could nov at- 
tend to the mater tien, but accepted the agency 
of the county, contemplating a thorough work, as 
soow as he could find time for it. 

On the 20th of January, 1826, he set out to vis- 
it each town in the county, tn the execution of the 
ageucy he had assumed. he plan which he pur 
sued, was, to appoint, in each .own, on his own 
responsibility, a town agent. To this agent he 
delivered as many ruled sheets of paper, as there 
were school districts, prepared for noting down 
the wants of each family in the district, and in 
structed bim to appoint a man in each district, et- 
ther that day or the next, and to deliver tim one 
of the ruled sheets, with a verbal coumussion, and 
an urgent request that he would be ready to re- 
portin ten days, at a meeting to be called. 


This set sixteen men, in the sixteen towns of 


the county, with all the district agents, tio imme 
dia‘e movement. The tour was accomplished by 
the county agent in five days. 

Feb. 3. Circulars were issued, inviting delegates 
frow ihe 16 towns to meet on the 10th. 

On that day a very uousval delegation appeared 
—men of business, with their reports in hand, 
showing about 1,200 ‘amilies destitute of the word 
of God. These men were ready to say, What 
shall we do? and to perform whatever duty should 
be assigned them. Une bucket of cold water was 
thrown that day; but it did aot quench the fire of 
benevolence which was burning. 

At that meeting, the individual who had ac- 
cepted, and so far executed, the agency of the 
couniy, offered the resolution for a full supply, 
and urzed that this exainple would wfluence not 
merely the county, the state, or the nation, but 
the world. Subscriptions were opened to raise 
the money; but there was no waiting to see it actu- 
ally raised. The individual took the respousibili 
ty ‘of ordering Bibles and ‘lestaments enough, 
and directed them to be sent on by land. The 
order was so unusual, that the Bible Society hesit 
ated. Soon, however, a check on a bank for five 
hundred dollars, showed that the application was 
in earnest. The Bibles were not received till the 
canal was open in the spring. Each town agent 
then had his full supply. He summoned the dis- 
trict agents, and the whole was done promptly. 

The Bible was well received. Those who were 
able to pay for it were urged to do so. In the 
whole, 2700 copies of the Bible and Testament 
were distributed. 

As to the effects of this movement :—It has re- 
Joiced the hearts of many poor and needy: It has 
prompted many counties and states fo go and do 
likewise: It has made Monroe county feel as 
though she could do something for God’s cause on 
a broad scale: It gave one of her citizens courage 
to say, that Monroe county would pay more into 
the Lord’s treasury, in five years from the first of 
January, 1826, than any other people of her 
wealth and population on the globe,—and to set 
about the means of proving it. 

Again, as to the effects, in the summer of 1827, 
Monroe county made a new donation of $1,500 to 
the American Bible Society ; and here originated 
the plan of raising $100,000 towards furnishing 
South America with Bibles; in the execution of 
Which plan, five imdividuals of that county subscri- 
bed $1000 dollars each, and the authors of the 
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plan are sanguine that it will be carried through. 
Here also originated the plan of ay oxtroo ary 
effort, by which $160 000 a vear for five & ars 
should be pledged to the Argerican Boord of © wn 
uussioners tor Foreign Missions, by a coun. a- 
tively small number of individuals, so ay to evable 
that Board to double its exertions; and, in the 
execution of this plan also, four or five ciozens of 
the same county subscribed $1000 a year for five 
vears. 


One « flect of these examples was, to cal! forth 
subscriptions of $1000 each from several mdivid- 
uals in Philadelpina, towatds supplying the in- 


habitants of Penusylvaoia with Bibies; and, in 
fine, it tay be said, without the least danger of 
extravagance o: eXaggeration, that the motion 
Jor a full supply of Bibles for Monroe county, as 
made and supported, on the 10:4 day of Pebsuary 
1626, has produced astonishing effects alieady, 
and will, beyond a doubt, continue \o produce 
great, glorious and endless consequences in the 
universe of God. 

It should be added, that every thing was done 
gratuitously, by men of business, at a sacrifice of 





their time, when such a sacrifice was extremely 
inconvenient to some of them, perhaps to all.— 
Whila the agent went, or worked, le asked the 
prayers of the sisters and mothers in the church, 
that God would accompaoy his Word by bis Spir- 
it; and since the distribution, (within fess than 
two yeats,) nine towns of the sixteen have been 
blessed with special revivals of religion. To God 
and his Word be all the glory, Amen. 
{ Boston Recorder. 


From the Vermont Chronicle. 


A NEIGHBORLY CHAT. 


How does it happen—said Nabal Wilson to 
his neighbor S , one evening—how does it 
happen that there’s such a difference in children 
about knowing things? Now, my children go to 
the same school with yours, and | guess they have 
been to school more than yours have, for | always 
waned they should get learning; but somehow, 
yours seem to get the start of mine, and have 
learned things that mine know nothing about. 
When they come to our house of an evening, 
they get to talking about Congress, about the 
President’s Message, and all the great men and 
great doings of the nation; and then about other 
coyntries, just as if they had been all over the 
world, and my boys sit like stumps, because they 
know nothing about such things. I wish 1 knew 
how this happens. It makes me ashamed to have 
things so. 

Neighbor S——. I was not aware of the dif- 
ference between your children and mine. Per- 
haps it is not so great as you imagine. However, 
I will tell you what I do for mine. You know I 
have a large family and a sinall property; and 
never expect to do much for my children after 
they leave me. I am therefore the more anxious 
to have them go into che world with a good edtea- 
tion and good habits, that they may be respecta- 
ble and useful. For this purpose 1 send them to 
schoo), what | can, and do al! for them at home 
that my means will allow, to encourage them to 
improve. I geuverally take two or three newspa- 
pers of different kinds, to give them a taste for 








reading, and let them have some hnowledge of the 
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political, literary and religious world, before they 
come into active life. T think a school will do 
them but little good, unless something is done fur 
their improvement at home; and J have found. 
that periodical publications are very valuable, to 
give them a taste for reading, aud enlarge their 
views of the world. 

W—, I expect they are good things; but 
ther it costs so much to get them that I always 
reise te subscribe, when they come along. L’ve 
hewrd it said, too, that they have strange stories 
m them; aud nobody knows whether they are 
true. 

S——. I know they are expensive; but I be- 
lieve the money | pay for therm is well aid our, 
A few dollars every year thus expended will do 
my childien more good, than the same money 
could in any other way. Besides, I think there 
is nO loss of money on the whole, [have as much 
at the years end, as I should have, if I purchased 
nothine of this kind. Were it not for these books. 
my children would often want to be spending mo- 
ney. Now, their amusement is at home; and 
when they are abroad. they seek such company, 
as foes not expose them to habits of dissipation 
and needless expense. With regard tothe cor 
recitness of the statements made in these publica- 
tions, we must satisfy ourselves by reading more 
—by learning the characters of those who write 
~—whether they are men of principle, and men of 
knowledge. If we read nothing, we have reason 
to doubt every thing. A man who will be affect- 
ed with rational evidence, and will search diligent 
ly. may satisfy himself; but he who trusts to hear- 

say, must always be in doubt, and is as likely to 
believe a lie as the truth. Now, have you any ev- 
idence that these statements are not true ? 

W . Why ’Squire J says it is verv 

doubtful. He don’t believe much about these 
great doings. 
. Now, Mr. W , I would ask, first, 
whether "Squire J is a man of principle— 
whether good people believe all he says; and sec- 
ondly, whether he reads much? Does he know 
any 'hing about these matters ? 

W—. Inever asked him about that. He’s 
one of our leading men, and ought to know ? 

S—. Whom does he lead? Any one that 
has eves of his own? or only those who never 
search for themselves, and can be led about by 
any body who has a smooth tongue? I should be 
unwilling to trust myself to any one, and especial. 
ly to that licentious "Squire J , without search- 
ing for myself. 

W—. But I want to know, how your boys 

get time to read? I have always thought, if my 
boy. should get to love reading, they would not 
work so well. Vhen they go to school I tell 
thei to learn; and when schvol is done, they don’t 
look into a book till the next winter. 
Why every body has some leisure.— 
There is stormy weather, and many little spells 
whea one may read if he wishes, without dimin- 
ishing the profit of his labor. Besides, we have 
long evenings, in which farmers do not calculate 
to do much, 

W My boys are always wanting to be 
off, somewhere, at such times; and they are al- 
ways troubling me, by spending money in some 
scrape. 
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these things just as you please. Ifyou want your 
children should get knowledge, you must provide 
the means, and place before them inducements 
‘o search for themseives. But sf, with all vour 
pioperty, vou are afraid of expending a lithe mo- 
ney, to make your children wise, you must ex- 
pect them to grow up iv ignorance, and be the as- 
sociates of the. low and vicious. You can now 
see the reason of what you first asked me. 

W. . Well, Pik go home and think about 
it. Good night. C. 


RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE 


OF REV. PLINY FISK. 











The following account of the religious experi- 
ence of this devoted missionary, who died at Bey- 
root, Oct 22, 1825, was written by himself soon 
after his conversion. It is selected from the me- 
moir of his life, just published. 


“T consider the whole of my life till my six- 
teenth year, as having been one continued course 
of rebellion against God. Not one holy affec- 
tion can I find by examination during that whole 
period. Never did my heart exercise any love 
for God; never was | willing that God should 
reign a sovereign on his throne. I[ have even 
wished there were no God, or that he would an- 
nul the penalties of guilt, avd proclaim in unity 
to offenders. As I was educated in a religious 
family, and heard much conversation about the 
things of religion, I often felt alarmed at the 
prospect of dying in my sins, and going Gown 
to destruction. Often did I resolve to become 
a pious, prayerful youth; but these resolutions 
were forgotten as soon as I renewed my inter- 
course with thoughtless companions. Although 
convinced that delays are dangerous, yet I cher- 
ished the fond hope, that at some future ;e:.od, 
when others should be seen turning to the Lod, 
or when the time of trial and distress should come, 
or when I was laid on my dying bed I should 
make my peace with God. So astonishing was 
my stupidity, that I supposed a iew weeks of 
seriousness would, at any future time, ensure my 
conversion. Destitute of a sense of dependence, 
on the renewing influences of the Holy Spirit, I 
was trusting to works, to be performed at a tu- 
ture day, and under the influence of the carnal 
mind, which is enmity against God. 

«* In the summer and autumn of 1807, it being 
a season of general stupidity among Christians, 
indulged myself in sin with less restraint, than 
I had ever felt before. Never did the concerns 
of religiom make so light tnpressions on my 
mind. I was busily employed in plans of vain 
amusement and sinful pleasure. [longed to he 
released from the restraints of paternal authority, 
that T might feel more free to pursue my career of 
youthful folly ; and yet | wished to avoid ali those 
appearances that would lower me in the estina- 
tion of the sober part of society. But God in mer- 
cy did not suffer me to proceed to such lengths in 
wickedness, as my depraved heart would, unre- 
strained, have led me. 
“While many professed Christians were thus 
sleeping, and the youth were pursuing their career 
of sin with unusual levity, a few of Zion’s friends, 
alarmed for the cause of religion and the souls of 





——. Well, Mr. Wilson, you can regulate 


sinners, commenced a meeting for prayer. Though 
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at first but few attended, the number soon increas 

ev; and after a few weeks they were trequent and 
fuli. On the first day of January, 1808, I met au 
intimate associate, with whom I had spent much 
time ia sin, and he thus addressed me: * Re 

member you have an immortal soul, that must ex- 
ist beyond the grave cither in happiness of tn wo! 
I knew not till then of any change in bis feel- 
ines. His address took hold of my heat; aud 
after moch reluctance, and many hard struggles 
for a few days, I determined to forsake the vaur 
ties of youth, and seek religion. I endeavored 
carefully to keep my mind on religious subjects ; 
] read much, prayed often, and frequently attend 

ed religious meetings. I began to conclude that 
] «os a subject of genuine conviction, and should 
soun be converted. 

“'The person who first addressed me after a 
season of anxious inquiry, which continued about 
three weeks, was relieved from his burden of anx- 
iety amd distress, and gave evidence of having 
‘passed from death unto life.’ This was to me a 
trying time. The hope of being soon relieved 
fiom my fears of beil had afforded me some com 
fort, which now was gene. I had been serious 
and auxious quite as long, | imagined, as persons 
generally were previous to conversion. But l did 
not feel as | had expected I should. I therefore 
began to fear that my expectations of being cou- 
verted were delusive. This led me to more dili- 
gence and earnestness. I began to think that what 
I had considered conversion was not; and that 
something more was necessary to constitute a 


Christian, than anxious thonghits or convictions of 


sin. | wow realised in some measure, the power 
of the doctrines of grace. 1 found myself to be 
‘dead in trespasses and in sins.’ I had no beart 
to love God. I was vexed that a ju-t God pos- 
sessed all power, and would do his pleasure with 
out regard to the dictates of his creatures, Dur 
ing all this time, though wearisome days and vighits 
were appointed me, I continued in rebellion 
against God, and refused to accept of meicy on 
the terms of the gospel. And Iam fully persua- 
ded, that I should have continued in my sins, and 
rejected the Saviour, and grieved away the Spirit, 
had not God, of his own good pleasure, applied to 
my heart ‘the washing of regeneration and the re- 
oewing of the Holy Gost.’ 

“*Blessthe Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me bless his holy name,’ who was pleased, 
as I humbly trust, to deliver me from the servi. 
tude of sin, in which I must otherwise have per- 
ished with the enemies of God. I had spent my 
living upon physicians; and when I ‘ was nothing 
better, but rather grew worse,’ then, as I hope, the 
Lord was pleased to speak the word, that I might 
be healed. And O, how sweet the joys of believ- 
ing in Jesus! What pleasures anist thou, my 
soul, realise, when the light of God’s countenance 
first shone upon thee ? What can compare with 
the joy and peace of believing in Jesus? When 
compared with this, how mean are all the pleas 
ures which honor, wealth, power, and sensual grat- 
ification can afford ! 


“Could I command the spacious earth, 
And the more boundless sea ; 

For one blest hour at thy right hand, 
I'd give them both away.” 


“*Give me affliction with the people of God,’ 
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rather than ‘the pleasures of sin for a season.’— 
Let the Lord be my God, and may L never be un- 
faithful in bis cause, | davote mysell, O Lord, to 
thee. Wilt thou accept the offering ? Cleanse 
me from my sins; save me from stupidity; keep 
we humble ; prepare me for ty service, an! make 
ine an instrument of good inthe world. May thy 
kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth as 
in heaven ; for thine ts the kingdom, aud the pow- 
er, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 


THE DARK AGES RETURNING. 
Ata meeting ofthe Kehukee Baptist Associa- 
tion in Halifax Cannty, on the 6th of October last, 
comprising 58 charches and 1851 members, the 
following resolution was passed without oppposi- 
lion : 

“ Resolved, That whereas a paper nurporting to be 
a declaration of ihe Reformed Baptist churches in 
North Carolina, dated 26th August, 1826, which 
was handed into our fast Association and :ead, 
(containing several articles,) and the said Associa- 
tion referred the same to the churches composing 
this body, which are requested to give their senti- 
ments severaliy on said articles to this Association ; 
which being done by most of the churches a: this 
time—after an interchange of opinions by he 
members of this body, it was agreed that as to 
Missionary Societies, Tract Societies, Bibl Soci- 


eiies, and Theological Seminaries, t).t we dis- 
countenance them, and the practices be ctofore 
resorted to for their support, in begging ouey 


from the public to back thei: and that if any 
person should come or be among us, as agents of 
any of the above Socicties, we discounten sce 
them in the practice aforesaid: and, further, should 
they be under the character of ministers of the 
Gospel, that we will not invite thew into our pul- 
pits, knowing them to be such: ; believing these So- 
cieties and institutions, to be inventions of nen, 
and not warranted by the Word of God.” 


We extract the above, (says the Christian 
Waichman,) from the New-York Ouserver, and 
publish it with deep humiliation, tha: @ body of 
professed Christians, in a country so enitutivened 
as our own United States, should not only enrer- 
tain Opinious so derogatory to revelation, but actu- 
ally avow an intention to withhold fellowship from 
men, to whom the world is indebted for their la- 
bors of love in endeavoring to reform and canvert 
the heathen. Shall then, the great lumioaries of 
the moral world, who bave done so much for its 
renovation, such men as Henry Marlyn, Carey of 
India, and the noble army of their associates, be 
branded as unworthy of fellowship ?—Whilst we 
record this deep disgrace of men calling them- 
selves Baptists, we feel a laudable pride in being 
able to say without fear of contradiction, that sen- 
luments so unworthy the gospel of Christ are not 
countenanced, but disavowed by the denounnation 
asabody. Would it not be well tosend amongst 
these people, a godly, zealous, and enlightened 
Missionary, well supplied with Bibles, and with 
Tracts, that they might be delivered from ive films 
of prejudice, with which their eye are blinded, 
aud that they might learn the way of truth and of 
God more perfectly ? 





We understand that the Rev. D. Bake, by in- 
vitation, performed divine service on board the 
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Delaware on Sunday morning. In the course of 
‘his d.course he intimated, that his object mm vistt 
ing Aunapolis was, as be conceived, of se nobles 
Character; thatthe church to which he wes at 
tachod. [rs the city of Washington,) was then la 
boring ouder many pecuniary embarrassments. 
Tie intimation was sufficient, when that liberality 
which so distinguishes the American Navy was 
evinced, a subscription opened, and in thirty min- 
ules the sum of $700 was subscribed and paid to 
him. ‘This is taaly characteristic with the prov- 
erb, that the brave are always generous. 
{ Carrolllonian. 


—_----- 


TO THE CHURCHES. 

It is said that duving our revolutionary war, I 
rather think our early Indian wars, on a certain 
OCCASION, Ud COMMPpAany of men were to pass a narrow 
defile in poss: +sion of the enemy. As an obstinate 
co:fiict was apprehended, the troops were assem- 
Lied im the presence of an energetic, faithful, god 
ly Chapiain, who commended them with apostolic 
earnestiess to the protection of Almighty God.— 
They marched, and had scarcely entered the pass, 
when they were so furiously attacked that they 
nade a pause, and called for the chaplain to pray 
again. “No,” said the man of God, “we hare 
praved, an@ now is the moment to act. Prayer! 
marchon!” The enemy were quickly routed. 

Some members of churches are very good to 
pray, but very poor to act. But prayer is only 
preparation for action. Thinking is more voble 
than reading ; burt acting is more noble than think- 
ing.— Prayer is above reading, but Godlike action 
is more noble thanall. I would suggest then that 
some of our churches change one prayer meeting 
into a meeting exclusively preparatory to acting. 
Lei a few members of the church assemble, once 
a week for an hour, to ask how they can do most 
good What new plan can be laid for the spiritual 
benefit of others. What particular tract will be 
most usefuv! for such an individual, or for the whole 
church ? What particular person or class of per 
sons ought to share most in our supplications for a 
given time ? Who can, with the most propriety, 
go and converse with this or that one ? How can 
we best promote the Sabbath schoo! ? Who ougiit 
to take a religious ne wspaper that does nut? How 
can we get upa * Blooming Grove” resolution re- 
specting the Sabbath? Can we do any thing to 
cheek the evils of intemperance ? Can we do any 
thing to aid missions, &c.? Can we effect greater 
union, more systematic and harmonious action in 
the church ?—It would take ail day to tell what 
this little company ought to talk about. Let it be 
composed of those that love to du goud—let it con- 
tinue one hour—have no reading except about 
some plan for acting—no general religious conver- 
sation—no prayrr. except at the close, to ask God 
for courage, energy, zeal, purity, and charity, in 
acting. 





Temperance.—It is certain that this cause 
is making rapid progress among different Class- 
es of the community ; as much so, perhaps, as 
is desirable. Af the practice of total abstinence 
should ovtran public opinion, or be more exten 
sive than the conviction of its necessity, we could 
not calculate on its permanence ; we should dread 
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rash, and violent measures, we do not wish to see 
employed in a good cause. We were nota little 
gratified with am account we received a few days 
since, of the manner in which the common foe 
was treated at a boarding house in this town, in 
which members of our Legislature from six dif- 
ferent countites are guests. For the first two 
orthree days of the session the brandy bottle 
was placed ou the dining table, agreeably to long 
established custom, and some two or three made 
use of it; when after a little conversation, on 
moron of one of the boarders, the decanter was 
noanimously voted fromthe table, and bas not 
made its appearance there since. At the same 
house, last winter, twenty gallons of brandy were 
consumed during the session—all by temperate 
men. “Thus,” says our informant, “we have 
saved our worthy but indigent host, thirty dollars ; 
and at the same time secured a still greater bene- 
fit to ourseives.” If such examples multiply, the 
practice of total abstinence will soon cease to be 
associated with meauness.— Chris. Mirror. 


From the Boston Recorder. 


HARVARD COLLEGE. 


Ihave now preserved a silence of some weeks, 
because I wished to learn, before making any fur- 
ther Communication on the subject, the effect of 
the Hollis Professor’s very extraordinary denial, 
on the public mind. This has been just: what I 
anticipated. I have conversed with gentlemen 
from different parts of the Union, and in the vari- 
ous professions, and have heard nothing but one 
general burst of astonishment. For unmauly 
evasion it certainly must be viewed as without a 
parallel on the annals of our ecclesiastical history, 
and I pray God it may never have acompeer. = It 
is on record, and there let it stand as a beacon to 
warn men agaist ihe artifices and prevarications 
to which error will drive its votary —the extreme 
difficulty of maintaining frankness and integrity 
in an office entered under circumstances which 
should make the conscience of a good man ache. 
Le! it stand on record till it.has accomplished ‘he 
object to compass which the Professor has heen 
left thus to adventure his character ; theu for the 
honor of the college, and for the preservation of 
an honest integrity among the students, let it be 
eternally blotted from memory and from record. 

Does the Professor imagine the public have lost 
their eyes? That he can impose on the children of 
the Puritans at wili? Le will ceitainly prove a de- 
lusive it may be, fatal imagiuation. The editor 
of the Register, indeed seems stone blind on the 
subject of the Professor’s Universalism, and deter- 
mined to spread his disease as far as possible 
among his readers—this is his boasted religious 
improvement! He seems nota whit the wiser 
for his three years puyillage under the Professor. 
Three years in the Piofesso:’s Theological School, 
and yet has not ascertained his views on so mo- 
mentous a subject as the future condition of the 
wicked ! 

Whether this is owing to the negative mauner 
of instruction, and the carefuluess to conceal ihe 
hand when he stabbed the cause of truth, adopted 
by the latter, or, the dulness of the former, I pre- 
‘end not to decide. But the whole communis, | 
would remind him, have not beet: moulded at the 








a reaction, ere long, which would more than 
blast the present encouraging prospects. Blind, 


Cambridge Divinity School. If I do not greatly 
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misinterpret the moral sense of the public, the He’ 
lis Professor must speedily make some explana 
tion, or be will find himself a weight of lead whic!) 
even the strong arm of Unitarianisin will be weary 
of bearing. 

I have documents in my possession by which I 
can satisfy the public, I presume, on all the poiats 
proposed by an © Inquirer” in the Recorder of 
last week, [ shall aceordingly next week present 
authentic documents by whreb the orthodox evan- 
gelical views of the pious a d munificent Hollis 
are put beyond a doubt, and consequently with 
what utter djsapprobation and grief, he would have 
viewed the present perversion of bis sacred legacy ; 
the other inquiries IT shall answer fro: time to 
lime, as Opportunities offer. 

Houuis. 


IMPORTANT FACTS. 
From a Correspondent of the Vermont Chronicle. 
Boston, Jan. 8, 1823. 


Las! evening the monthly concert was held. Dr. 
Edwards staced among other facts, that there were 
now about 450 ordained ministers in heathen 
lands as missionaries 3 that 200,000 children are, 
or have been instracted in missionary schools; 
that 150,000 persons are thought to have been con- 
verted to God by Missionaries ; he quoted Dr. He- 
ber, late Bishop of Calcutta, as saying that in Tan 
jore vot less than 8,000 idolaters renounced iol- 
atry uuder the preaching of Schwartz, and that re 
cently in the same district 1000 families “ have 
done likewise,” and are now worshippers of the 
only living and tue God. Both he and Dr. 
Beecher narrated many anecdotes and facts to 
show that the “dark places of the earth are full 
of the habitations of cruelty,” for which the Gos 
pel isthe only and the heaven-prescribed reme- 
dy. 

Di. B. dwelt on the signs of the times as evi- 
dencing that the heathen are soon all to be given 
to Christ. 

The revivals of the present day and the united 
Concert of Prayer through the world, were men- 
tioned as giving the seal of Heaven to the great 
work. It is the temple of God that is going up. 
It is the kingdom of God that is extending. The 
French Revolution did much to break down pre- 
rogative aiistocracy. But mighty convulsio: s wil! 
yet and soon shake the eaith to the upturning of 
all despotism, and thus the way will be prepared 
for the kingdom set up by the God of heaven, to 
flourish forever. 

Dr. B. said, on the subject of modern Revivals, 
that he had seen their origin, and been able to 
mark their growing progress. About 50 years 
ago these seasons of refreshing from the Lord may 
be said to have recommenced in this country.— 
Froin that time there has been an almost regular 
annual increase of these blessed seasons, the lasi 
year having been more ‘distinguished than any 
preceding. In the Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tioual Churches, (to say nothing of other high! 
esteemed and beloved denominations of fellow-la- 
borers) he had seen data which warranted him in 
Stating the number of hopeful conversions at not 
less than 100,060. This is a larger number than 
ever before in the same space of time were added 
to these churches. I am not able, vot having da 
ta, to say what proportion these would bear to the 
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whole oumber, but sav half, which I should think 
large, and we have 200,000 added to the army of 


‘the God of Hosts! 








A MONUMENT OF MERCY. 


A missionary of the Western Domestic Mis- 
sionary Ss» iety, im 4 ltrer tothe directors, men- 
tious a remarkable instance of conversion, which 
occured in the town of D —— Tt was that ofa 
“This young man, about the first 
himself out on hire to the man 
in whose family I He was as hopeless, 
fo huenan view, as anv other, He had been mur- 
ured onthe lap of impiety, and brought op among 
se ffers at religion, and blaspheme:s of God, 
Thus hardened in sin, and bold and determined 
i» hostitivw against every thing that bore the 
name of Christianity, he left the neighborhood 
ol his ungodly companions. As he was abayt 
leaving, they accosted bin thus :—.Vore you are 


vonng man, 
of December, fet 
resided, 


going among those religious people; and -/ you 
don’t look out they'l have you down” Ue af- 


firme! with an oath, that he should “be the last 
man.” Thus he determined, and thus he pe se- 
vered, neglected and spurned all the means of 
grace. He even refused to be present at family 
prayers, and spent God’s holy day in strolling 
the town in company with the wieked. B ing 
unable to approach him, excepting at his meals, I 
seized the opportunity ; but his heart seemed as 
a “nether mill stone,” fully bent on rebellion 
against God. Such was his enmity and opposi- 
tion of heart to all holiness, that when he saw, 
Christians kneel to pray, he said, “he fell as 
though he could trample them under his feet.’ 
When bis case was wholly despatred of by others, 
one day about the middle of February, as he was 
labouring alone in a barn, the Lord in a sovereign 
and irresistible manner, convicted inn of his sins, 
The night was to him resiless. The next morn- 
ing instead of absenting himself from prayers, as 
he was wont to do, he Jingered: and when the fami- 
lv retired for prayers, expressed by his looks a de- 
sire to join them. One beckoned to him, and he 
readily entered the room. After reading and sing- 
ing, the farnily all knelt; when he, to their aston- 
ishinent, fell upon his knees, and before a word 
was uttered, burst into sobs and groans Qn in- 
quiring what was the matter, * Oh!” said he, “J 
am a great sinner—-l am so great a sinner, it 
seems to me God will nol pardon me.” Otten du- 
ring the day he would cry aloud for mercy. Thus 
he continued until the next day: when, on his 
knees in the barn, God first met hun. he 
found peace to his trouied soul, and now stands 
a monument of the sovereign grace and power of 


God.— Western Recorder. 
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AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIFIY 
The eleventh aunual meeting of this society, was 
held on Saturday evening, the 19thoet January 
hall of the House of Representatives, at Washington 
—Henry C1 AY, Esq , mar retary of Stat: hha 
chair. The assembly was uncommouls 
and highly respectable. Delegates were pre 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Oliv, | 
pia, Delaware, Virginia, Districtof Columbia, Mary- 
land, and Kentucky. The report was read by the 


ve the 


the 
numerous, 
‘ntfrom 
, ' 
ehnouaevivae 


Secretary, Rev. R R. Gurley, and (in the language of 
the National Intelligencer) detaiied the progress o 
the society within the last year, in impro: ing and ex 
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tending the settlement of Liberia, in the acquisition 
of new territory by purchase and negotiation, from 
the native chiets; the rapid advance that had been 
mace in the obliteration of prejudices formerly en- 
tertained against the society by citizens of various 
portions of the country; an important increase of 
funds, raised from the munificent contribution of phi- 
lanthropic individuals ; and the increased and increas- 
ing desire among those, for whose benefit the society 
was organized, to embrace an opportunity of joining 
Addresses were made by C. C. Harper, 
and J. H. B !atrobe, Esquires, of Maryland; J. B. 
Harrison, E-q. of Virginia; F. 8. Key, and G. W. P. 
Custis, Psquires, of the District of Columbia. Among 
the resolutions adopted, was one requesting the board 
of managers to ascertain, in the course of the pre- 
sent year, if possible, the practicability of obtaining 
territory for colonial establishinents at Cape Palmas, 
and the is!and of Bulama, on the south west coast of 


the colony 


Africa.—N. Y. Obs. 


CAUSE OF SEAMEN. 


The Secretary of the Navy has published a 
Re-olution, that no person shall hereafter be ad- 
mitted tothe Office of Chaplain in the Naval 
Departinent, except regularly ordained Minis- 
ters of some denomination. This resolution is 
' subject of special inrerest, both as it regards 
the influence of our Chaplains for the future, 
and asan expression of the feelings of our Gov 
erninent in relation to the best interests ef sea- 
men. 

Some ship owners inthe United States, en- 
gaged io the Whale Fishery, have recently tak- 
en ito consideration, the propriety of opening 
thers erticies for Master, Officers aud Men, upon 
the capress condition, tia: there shall be no 
fishire upon the Sabbath. Should they adop: 
this conrse, which, it is presumed, will be th 
cause the example will tell upon the cause ol 
sescoent> ‘he end of the world, not merely wiih 
reyard to fishing on the Holy Sabbath, but also 
wih egaidtusailing on that day, The contunu- 
ance or rejection of both these practi es, rests prin- 
Cipally with ship owners, and agents, Theis 
wil, be the honor, and the blessing, if these 
are yiven up from a sense of duty. And thers 
will be the respowsibility, if they are continued, 
in Opposition to the positive command of God, and 
as au almost insuperable barrier to the influence 
of the Gospel among seamen. 


BIBLE CAUSE IN VIRGINIA. 


It is with great pleasure says the Telegraph 
that we announce to the Christian public the en- 
couraging progress which the Bible cause is now 
making iu different parts of our state. Many ave 
rising, to support and advance this noble cause, 
simultaneously impelled by the conviction, that 
now is the time to adept and prosecute efficient 
measures tu send the Scriptures to every destitute 
family in our Commonwealth. This conviction, 
which is growing stronger, is pervading the com- 
munity. The Young Men’s Bibie Society of Al 
exandria, ata meeting of its Directors held on a 
late festival, with a degree of benevolence and en- 
terprise commensurate with the wants of the poor 
in our whole state, unanimously adopted a resolu- 
tion which comemplates furnishing an adequate 
supply: and the Boangers of the Norfolk Bible 
Society have resolved to enter, immediately, upon 
the work in their part of the state, and impart the 








word of life to every destitute family in nine coun. 
ties within one year. 

And are there not other Societies that will as. 
pire to the honor—if they have not already acied 
on this subject—of promoting this benevolent ol- 
ject? Are any waiting for a more convenient sea- 
son ? Surely, if they are watching the signs of the 
times, they will see that the present is the very time 
for vigorous and DECISIVE ACTION. Without this 
ithas been said on pretty good authority, that noth- 
ing great, either good or bad, can ever be accom- 
plished in this world.—We do not however speak 
of the need of vigorous efforts in this cause from 
any apprehensions of its failure,—but because ev- 
ery one likes to see a good work prosecuted with 
a degree of boldness and decision corresponding 
with its importance. 


THE BIBLE. 


That the word of the Lord may have free course and he 
glorified. 


The total population already reported, concern- 
ing which it has been resolved by different Bible 
Societies that every family shall be speedily sup- 
plied with the sacred volume, is 4,250,159 
To which add Wayne Co. Ohio, popu- 
Jation in 1820, 11,933 
Stark County, Ohio, population in 1820, 12,406 
Washington City, 13,247 
Total, 4,287,755 
The Washington City Society bave also resolv- 
ed to aid the exertions of the Young Men’s Saci- 
ety of Baltimore, by engaging to supply within one 
year, every destitute family in the four adjoining 
Counties of Maryland, viz.: St. Mary’s, Charles, 
Piince George’s, and Montgomery.—.V. Y. Qbs. 


WARD BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


The good work of supplying all the destitute 
families of this city with the Bible, has commenc- 
ed under the most encouraging prospects. In the 
First and Second Wards Auxiliaries have been 
formed, whose officers and visitors have entered 
on their work with a becoming zeal. The plan 
on which they proceed is so simple, so thorough, 
and so soon executed, that there remains little 
doubt as to the happy result. Each Ward is di- 
vided into about twelve sections, and to each sec- 
tion are assigned two visitors, whose business it is 
to ascertain by respectful inquiry from house to 
house, how many families are without the Bible, 
and who are willing to contribute means towaids 
furnishing it tothe destitute. All this is to be done 
and reported within one month. 

Fears were entertained by some, that suitable 
visitors could not be obtatned: that many would 
shrink from the self-denying task, saying, “1 pray 
thee have me excused.” But it would seem that 
these fears were groundless. For on organizing 
the above na: ed Auxiliaries, one and anolher and 
another volunteered their services in this capacity, 
until the requisite number was obtained. They 
are nen too, in whose energy and piety the most 
implicit confidence can be placed; and we hope 
soon to announce the result of their benevolent 
undertaking. 

On Thursday evening the Third Ward Auxil- 








iary was formed, but too late to be particularly no- 
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Next week Auxiliaries are | the interest of piety and benevolence. Why these so- 


to be formed ip the Fourth and Lifth Wards; and | cial visitations between veighbouring Christians, for 


soon after. in all that remain. 
This enterprise is one of immense importance 
to ony city. Many are tiving and dying without 
the Bible: and Christians have not to soon begun 
to feel! that to suffer sniech destitntions to exist be- 
fore them eyes, is what they cannot answer for at 
the finat dav.—d@é. 
—_————— —_ 


te LIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. | 
NEW-HAVEN, Fes. 9, 1828. 





7 





CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES. 

This system, to use the language of the extract be- 
low, “is indeed a moral engine of vast power.”’— 
“ Its effects, show that it is a mighty instrument in the 
hand of the Lord in giving efficacy to his gospel.” 
Though it is a plan of modern invention, and novel 
in its operation, its cheering results will indeed war- 
rant us in making it an object of grateful thanksgiv- 
ing. Inawakening the dormant energies of sleeping 
churches, in conciliating disputes and divisions, and 
reviving the bonds of Christian fellowship, in promo- 
ting in short, unity of love and action among the 
friends of Christ, and arresting the attention of His 
enemies, no contrivance of social religion has surpass- 
ed it. 

This, without being intimate with the actual results, 
one would infer from the nature of it. There is some- 
thing that recommends itself, even to the minds of the 
thoughtless, in the idea that men of business and 
cares like themselves, should leave their occupations 
to consult, and encourage and cheer each other on the 
subject of religion. 

That ministers should take such pains, say they, is 
proper enough, because they are use to it, and it is a 
matter of course, a part of their business and prefes- 
sion. But when brother merchants, farmers, and me- 
chanics will lay by their employments and money- 
making, for the joys of social piety, the inference is 
a natural one, that religion is after alla matter that 
“can come home to the business and bosoms of men.”’ 


a conference about their faith and failings, their past 
remissness and future duties. have been so long ne- 
glected, is a matter of surprise. 

Politicians have had their conveutions, men of s¢ i- 
ence and letters, their associations, and the clergy 
their convocations, and have found them of vast im- 
portance in promoting a unity of purpose and action 
in their several interests. Aud why vot Christians 
their social conferences? The experimenthas prov- 
ed that they should not be abandoned, or neglected. 

The Conferences which are held in some one of the 
churches in this region every week, are different in 
their organization and character from those at the 
Eastward, or any that we have heard of. They are 
composed entirely of lay delegates under the diree- 
tion of the pastor of the Church where the meeting is 
held, who acts as Moderator. They are a mere as- 
sociation of brethren, who meet always by invitation 
from the Church and pastor for the purpose of pray- 
er, counsel, and exhortation. It is not unusual for 
fifty, and sometimes seventy delegates to meet on 
these occasions, who are elected and sent out by thei 
respective churches, fulfilling, we believe, the proph- 
ecy—‘ Thus saith the Lord of Hosts. Jf shall yet come 
to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabit 
ants of many cities; and the inhabitants of one city 
shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray 
before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts; I will 
go also.”’ 

Some good men have looked at these proceedings 
with a jealous eye, but we believe in every instance 
where they have attended the Conference, their fears 
have vanished ;—and in fact we can see nothing for- 
midable or dangerous in the plan, even if there were 
evil-minded persons in the association. ‘There is no 
active head, no individual interests to serve ;—no mo- 
tive to induce them to meet but the love of religion 
and the glory of God. And whenever these meetings 
cease to be useful and desirable, and the churches 
cease to invite them, they must die of course. They 





will doubtless appear formidable tu those who con- 





The effect of the Conference of Churches in produc- 
ing revivals of religion, in kindling an animation and 
confidence, and alacrity among professed Christians, 
is no less natural. Though it behooves every man to 
stand firm and independent, although he stands alone 
in his adherence to the truth, still it isa part of our 
social natures to feel stronger, and act with more 
alacrity when we know that we are borne out by num- 
bers. Next to the desperate determination of a man 
who is hemmed in beyond hope or succour, is the re- 
solution and ardour of the soldier who is told that 
success is with his comrades. He is strong in the 
consciousness that he is backed by thousands. Such 
is the effect of unanimity and concert in all things— 
it is a social feature developed in its effects on every 
pursuit for which men associate, in politics, in sci- 
ence, or in the arts. The enthusiasm and confidence 
of the devotee will always ebb and flow with the as- 


Surances which he has of the success of his cause. 
And to no interests is more vigour imparted by a com- 


sider ‘revivals of religion as sad evils, bearing 
devastation and desolation in their course’ and 
who are afraid that God will hear the prayers that 
may be offered up at “those meetings of private 
Christians, in which unordaincd men successively en- 
gage in extemporaneous prayer aud exhortation.” 

We subjoin the following extract of a Thanksgiv- 
ing Sermon, by one of the first ministers in Litchfield 
county, who had wimessed the blessed effects of the 
Conference in his own parish : 

“ Nor must we silently pass by the Conference of 
the Churches, as an important part of God's work of 
preparing the way for the dispensation of the Holy 
Spirit.—This, although a new mode of operating up- 
on the churches and upon the minds of unconverted 
men, to produce revivals of religion, is a moral en- 
gine of vast power. Its adaptation to produce a great 
moral effect, is admirable, and its eflects show that 
itis a mighty instrument in the band of the Lord in 
giving efficacy to his Gospel. But it is most singu- 
larly an instrument of the Lord's forming. It 
was made out of revivals,—it is designed to pro- 





mxtnity of effort and feeling, and information than to 


mute revivals,—-it has promoted revivals. Now 
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in all this state of preparation for the efficacy of the 
Gospe), produced by the good hand of our God upon 
us, there is, where the Holy Spirit had not yet begun 
to descend, much to excite holy gratifude —great oc- 
casion for pevout thankfulness. Could Paul, while 
preacoing the Gospel, have entered upon a theatre so 
well adapted to the progress and efficacy of the Gos- 
pe! of Christ; if he could have found a field of la- 
bor, Where there was so little to: distract and divert 
the public attention from the subject of personal sal- 
vation to other things; where the entire influence of 
ali the tastitutions of the country, was favourable to 
revivals; where a large cluster of churches of Christ 
were already organized, bound together by a spirit 
of harmony, and love of Jesus Christ. and the souls 
of men; where he could have found himself. every 
week, surrounded by a large delegation of the church- 
cs, deputed for the very purpose of praying for the 
pouring out of the Spirit, speaking of what God has 
mercifully done to build up Zion and glorify himself, 
while allthe churches were prostrate before the mer. 
ey eeu, pleading for the blessing“of God on this de- 
hutaiion, anc the people to whom they are sent,— 
would Pavl have entered such a field how would he 
pave blessed God for such an open door for the efi} 
cacy of the Gospel! How would he have praised Ged 
cor sucha mereiful and so complete a preparation for 
the out pooring of the Holy Spirit, and the manifesta- 
fion of the glory of God by the Gospel! And with his 
holiness we shall feel that this work of preparation, 
is itself an occasion of devout thankfulness to God.” 


For the Religious (Intelligencer. 
INFANT BAPTISM.—.¥o. VII. 


Three witnesses have been already examined, 
whose testimonies seem to agree in establishing this 
one point, viz. the sameness of the Church ander the 
old and new dispensations. I shali now bring for- 
ward another witness for the same purpose. 

4. The Church uuder its different dispensations, is 
distinguished from the rest of mankind by the same 
names and characteristic appellations. 

Under both dispensations it is distinguished by be- 
ing called the Church. The Greek word for Church. 
means an assembly or cengregation ; and is sometimes 
applied to a collection of people when not met or as- 
sociated for religious purposes. But when the word 
God or Christ is added to define it, or when it is used 
by way of eminence, it points out this holy communi- 
ty, in distinction from all other associations of men. 
The word Congregation, which occurs so often in the 
translation of the Old Testament, appears to be used 
synonymously with Church in the New Testament: 
and “the Congregation of the Lord” distinguishes a 
religious society from one which is secular, as fully as 
the New Testament names, “ Church of God,” and 
** Church of Christ.” This is made evident by an in 
spired commentator, the correctness of whose expo- 
sition will not be questioned: In the 2d chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, the apostle quotes Psalm 
xxii. 22 ;—“‘ In the midst of the Congregation | will 
praise thee,” by saying, “ In the midst of the Church 
will I sing praise unto thee.” The martyr Stephen, 
having occasion to speak of the Congregation of Isra- 
el on their wav to the promised land, calls it ‘the 
Church in the wilderness.”” What if the Congregation 
of the Lord is not in the Old Testament denominated 
a Church; if the New Testament writers distinguish 
that very Congregation by this peculiar name, it de- 
cides the point entirely, that under both dispensa- 
tions its proper name is /he Church—the Church of 
God. 

The Church under both dispensations is called the 
kingdom of God : this is implied in that threat to the 
Jews, “ The kingdom of Ged shall be taken from vou, 
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shall he cast out into utter darkness.’’ The members 
of the visible Church. both before and after the com. 
me of Christ, are distinguished from the wortd at 
large by being called the people of God. None will 
dispute that the nation of {s:ael was thus distiuguish- 
ed: and the calling of the Gentiles into the Church is 
foretold in this language: “I will call them my peo- 
ple which were not my pecople.”” Rom. ix. 25 “ The 
children of God,” is another discriminating «ppella- 
tion of the members of the Church. Before the flood, 
the descendants of Seth appear to be distinguished 
from those of Cain by being called the sons of God ; 
by which name their special relation to God was in- 
dicated. The Israelites, in contradistinction from all 
the other people which were thew on the carth, were 
called the children of God.” * Ye are’ said Moses 
in addressing them, ‘‘the children of the Lord your 
God.” And that this address was made to the whole 
congregation, is manifest, by his proceeding in the 
next verse to say; * And the Lord hath chosen thee 
to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the na- 
tions that are upon the earth.’ Deut. xiv. 1,2. To 
the Israelilrs Pani tells us, pertained the adoption, that 
is, the privilege of being the sons of God. This priv- 
ilege is now enjoyed by such of the heathen as have 
been called into the Charch according to that predic- 
tion, Hosea, i. 10; “And it. shall come to pass, 
where it was said unto them, ye are not my people, 
there it shall be said unto them, Ve are the sons of the 
living God.” This prediction implied, that, in the 
times referred to the same privilege would be enjoyed 
in heathen lands which had before been confined to 
the land of Israel. 

The ancieat church is called Jerusalem and Zion, 
from the city and mountain where the tribes of Israel 
met for worship ; and these names are now given to 
the Christian Church, let them wership wherever they 
may. See Gal iv. 26, and Heb, xti. 22. The Oid Tes- 
tainent Church is called Israel ; and so is the Church 
under the New Testament. Io the Ist chapter of 
Hosew, after the Most High had pronounced a Lo-am- 
mi on the nation of Israel, saving “‘ Ye are nut my 
people and [ will not be your God,” the conversion 
of the Gentiles and their union with the Church, is 
foretold in this striking language: “ Yet the number 
of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the 
sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it 
shall come to pass in the place where it was said un- 
to them, Ve are my people, there it shall be said un- 
to them. Ye are the sons of the living God.” This 
number of the children of Israel which is to be like 
the sand of the sea, is manifestly a Gentile ofispring, 
and not the literal sons of Jacob; for they are to be 
the Lord’s people after the others are disowned ; and 
their succeeding the Israelites in their spiritual inher- 
itanee, (for in no other sense have they succeeded 
them,) is clearly taught by the change of their Gen- 
tile name for that of the children of Israel. “ The Is- 
raelof God” is a New Testament name for the Church 
of Christ. Gal. vi. 16. The members of the ancient 
Church, after the defection of the ten tribes, were 
often called Jews, as they were mostly of the tribe of 
Judah: and that the members of the Gospel Church 
were thus denominated, may be inferred from a clause 
which is found in the address of the Son of God to 
two of the seven Churches of Asia. The clause re- 
ferred to is this: “'tknow the blasphemy of them 
who say they” are Jews, (i.e. true members of my 
Church,) and are not, but are of the synagogue of 
Satan.” Rev. ii. 9: iii. 9. 

The Church under the Gosnel is called @ chosen gen- 
eration, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people ; but all these discriminating appellations had 
been previously applied to the Church of Israel. 
Compare | Pet. ii. 9, with Ex. xix. 5.6. The differ- 
ent branches of the New Testament ‘Charch are ad- 
dressed as congregations of saints, aud faithful breth- 





and given to a nation bringing forth the truits there- 
of:” in that also, “ But the children of the kingdom 
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Testament is addressed as the assembly of the up- 
rigot, and a cougregation of sanctified ones. The 
Psalmist declares, Ps. in 1,” i will praise the Lord 
with my whole heart in the assembiy of the upright 
and in the congregation; and in Ps. cxiviii. 14, he 
savs, “He also exalteth the horn of his people, 
the praise of all his sainés; even of the children 
of israel, a people neqr anio bim.” The children 
of israel were manifestly that congregation here 
denominated the saints, and the jupright. These 
names, whether applied to the Church under the law, 
or under the Gospel, do not declare the whole con- 
gregation to be im reality possessed of the character 
indicated by them; but as far as names go im describ 
ing identity, they help to confirm us in the belief, that 
the Church under both tuese dispensations is one ; be- 
iug separated from the rest of mankind by the same 
profession and for the same object. 

We have now seen that New Testament representa- 
tions, Old Testament predictions, the description of 
the restoration of Israel, and the names by which the 
Courch has been distinguished from the rest of man- 
kind, all unite in favoring the idea of its identity. | 
shail mention one thing more, which to me has ap- 
peared worthy of some cousideration. : 

5. It is a further proof of the sameness of the 
Church, that the external seal by which it bas been 
marked, though different under the two dispensations, 
has the same design and import. 

A seal may be, iu itself, without significancy, and 
yet be important as to its design. This is true of the 
wax or wafer, be which our writings of business are 
sealed. 
any thing emblematical in them; but merely for an 
attestation, or as mute witnesses of the written en- 
gagement to which they are aflixed. A seal may 
however, be valuable not as an attestation only, but 
also as an emblem, giving some important instruction. 
Both these things are true of circumcision, the seal 
which was made use of from the days of Abraham to 
the introduction of the new dispensation; and it is al- 
so true of baplism, which *s the seal that has been us- 
ed ever since, and will be continued to the end of the 
world it will, | think, be easy to show, that both 
these seals were designed tobe an allestation of the 
same thing, and that both contain the same emblemat- 
te instruction. 

First | shall show that the two different seals are 
designed to be an attestation of the same thing. In 
the 17th chapter of Genesis we have an account of 
the appointment of the Old Testament seal: * And it 
shail be,”’ said God to Abraham, “‘ a token of the cov- 
enant between me and you.”’ Here it is called a loken 
of the covenant ; and the apostle calls it a seal of the 
righteousness of faith. These two representations of 
the matier are in perfect accordance. A gracious 
covenant was proposed to Abraham, containing prom- 
ises of infinite value ; and he was required to put his 
trust in the Almighty God who proposed it; making 
dependence on his promises, and yielding obedience 
to his commands. The scriptures represent faith to 
be the hand, by which we lake hold ot God’s covenant. 
We are said to be saved by grace through fatth : we ave 

juslified by faith, aud kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation. The righteousness, wrich has 
beew provided for sinners by the interposition of the 
Mediator, is called the righteousness which is of God 
by faith, because it is by faith that we become inter- 
ested init. “ He that believeth shall be saved.”” Thus 
it was with Abraham : his faith brought him into God's 
covenant; and when circumcision had become the ap- 
pointed token of the covenant, he received it as a seal 
or attestation of his faith in the divine promises ; par- 
ticularly those relating to the redemption of an apos- 
tate world. Circumcision was the seal of the cove- 
nant between God and Abraham, ou both parts’ on 
the part of God it proved the existence of the cove- 
nant, and gave assurance of his faithfulness in fulfil- 


These are not made use of on acconnt of 
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ling the promises it contained: and on the part of 
Abraham, it was a declaration that he thanktully ac- 
cepted the pre lered blessings, and bound himself to 
the performance of the duties eujomed. 

The New Testament seal is no where explicitly 
called the token of the covenant aud the sea! of the 
righteousness of faith; but the thing is none the Jess 
evident on that account. When Christ commirsion- 
ed his apostles to go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature, he said, “ He that believeth 
and is bapliced shall be saved.’ This implied that by 
faith siuners would become united to Christ: and that 
by baptism they would seal their faith or openly avow 
it: thatas Abraham believed in the Saviour who was 
to come, and received the sign of circumcision asa 
seal of that faith; so they must believe in that Saviour 
who lad now already come, and avow their faith by 
being baptized in his name. When the Eunuch in- 
quired, “ What doth hinder me to be baptized?’ 
Philip said, “ If thou believest with all thy heart, thou 
mayest.”’ This certainly implied that baptism had 
now become tlie token of the covenant between God 
and believers, and the seal of the righteousness of 
faith. Lydia, the jailor, and others manifestly re- 
ceived baptism as a seal of their faith in Christ. It 
is therefore entirely clear that the object of the two 
seals is the same; that they are both designed to be 
tokens of God’s covenant, and seals of faith in the 
Redeemer’s righteousness. 

Secondly. The two seals are sienificant ; and both 
are emblems of the same thing. to wit, that moral 
change denominated regeneration. In the language 
of the Old Testament the uncircumcised in heart are 
the same as the unregenerate. The command to cir- 
cumeise the heart, is the same as that which requires 
tu make a new heart : and when the Lord says that he 
will circumcise the heart, the same thing is meant as 
when he promises to take away the heart of stone and 
give a heart of flesh. The declaration of Paul, that 
‘‘ circumcision is of the heart,”’ elearly implies that a 
renovation of heart was the emblematical meaning of 
the rite. Whenever it was administered, either to an 
adult or an infant, it was designed to teach man’s 
original depravity, and the necessity of a renovation. 
When a believer received this seal, it was designed 
to show that he had already experienced this change ; 
and when he placed it on his offspring, it was a testi- 
mony that he believed the same change to be neces- 
sary for them, and that without this he had no hope 
of their salvation. 

Baptism is a very natural emblem of a moral puri- 
fication, since waler is everv where the most common 
method of cleanstng. Baptism is spoken of by the 
forerunner of Christ as an illustration of those puri- 
fying influences, by which men are renewed unto ho- 
liness; and those influenees he calls the baplism of 
the Holy Ghost. Paul denominates the same effica- 
cious influence “the washing of regeneration.” He 
that is baptized is said, in this very act to wash away 
his sins; not because he does so in reality, but be- 
cause he does it emblematically, in the use of an ap- 
pointed symbol. Whena believer receives the sacra- 
ment of baptism he very emphatically confesses the 
original filthiness of his nature, together with the 
hope he now entertains that he has been washed in 
the laver of regeneration; and when he brings his 
babes to the baptismal font, it is a full declaration of 
his belief, that they also are polluted with sin, and need 
the same moral change. 

Let this matter be attentively considered. Here we 
see a religious community, separated from the rest of 
mankind by a distinguishing token or seal during a 
period of nearly four thousand years. About the 
middle of this extended period we find the seal chan- 
ged in forin, but not in its design or significancy. The 
seal, in both forms, is clearly an em lem of a purifi- 
cation of heart; andin cach form it is used as a token 





of being in covevant with the same all-sufficient God, 
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aud as an attestation of that faith which brings fallen 
creatures iuto such a gracious covenant; believers 
during a former part of this period sealing their faith 


by circumcision, and believers during the latter part 
seating their faith by baptism. Surely as far as this 
circumstance has avy influence in forming our senti- 
ment, it must be in favor of the identity of the Church. 

When all these proofs are combined, is not the evi- 
dence in favor of the Church’s identity clear and in- 
disputable?) In the Ist chapter of Acts, we are in- 
formed that Matthias was chosen to fill the place 
made vacaut by the apostacy of Judes. and that in 
couse quence of this choice he was numbered with the 
apostles; and on this one passage we ground our be- 
lief of the fact: but here is auother similar fact, viz. 
(iod’s choosing the Gentiles to fill that place in his 


Church which was vacated by the apostacy of the | 


Jewish nation, and that the Church, consisting first of 
Jews and thea of Gentiles, is one s and this last fact 
does not depend on one single text 
but is supported by various sources of preof «hich 
agree in establishing the same troth. Five different 


sources have been examined, and more might be ad- | 


duced; but I forbear, lest I should be tedious. 


xo ¢ ¥ 4 “gee es . . . M 
Perhaps some of my readers will say, We should | very objects they wished to accomplish. 


not think, let Christians entertain whatever sentiments 
they might concerning the baptism of infants, that 
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nor class of texts. 
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to present before you still stronger inducements jf 
possible to be earnest at the throne of grace, for the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon these fountains of 
intelectual and moral influence. 

One obstacle is to be found in that pride of feel. 
ing which students are aptto cherish. From the 
nature of their pursuits students are led to inves- 
tigation and enquiry: and this often generates a 
confidence and self-sufficiency that are above instruc- 
tion. Consequently whenever one of this class is ad- 
dressed on the subject of religion, he often feels that 
, his own opinions are correct, that he is capable of 
coming to a right conclusion on this subject without 
the interference of others. Itis by personal ccnver- 
sation judiciously directed, that much good is dove in 
| the revivals of the present day. But how difficult it 
is to converse with a fellow-student on the concerns 
of his soul, in a manner at once, plain, affectionate, 
and winning, they can but tell who have made the ex- 
periment. It requires no ordinary degree of the wis- 
_dom that isfromabove It demands uot only fervent 
piety, but enlightened judgment, and deep acquaint- 
ance with human nature. For want of these qualifi- 
cations many well meaning persons have deteated the 
They have 
employed such modes of address as was unwelcome 
and repulsive to every man who could not appreciate 





they could have but one sentiment on the subject of | the benevolent motives by which they were actuated, 
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talents, and theological research, entertain different 
opinions concerning this matter. There may be oth- 
ers who willsay, ‘‘ Your proofs of the identity of the 
Church appear specious ; but you have looked only on 
one side of the question: there are weighty objections 
against the sameness of the Jewish and Christian 
Churches, which need to be answered.” To these 
objections | propose in my uext number to pay atten- 
tion. Isaac. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
PRAYER FOR COLLEGES. 
CunistiAN FRIENDS, 


The time is drawing nigh, when you will set apart 
a day for prayers in behalf of Colleges. The import- 
ance of consecrating a season for such an object, 
and the blessings that have hitherto resulted from it, 
{ trust are sufficient to animate your zeal and encour- 
age your hopes. None but He who grasps infinity 
can estimate the magnitude of such an object, and 
none but he can fully realise the blessings which there 
is reason to believe have been given in answer to 
your intercessions. The salvation of an immortal 
soul under any circumstances is sufficient to raise tie 
noblest thoughts, and to call forth the brightest efforts 
of the Christian;—but how vastly does it swell his 
conceptions to think of the conversion of a soul ina 
literary institation. Not that the conversion of a 
student is of more intrinsic value than that of others 
—it is the remote consequences of such a conversion 
that augments its importance. It is like adding in- 
finity to intinity—like opening a fountain, that shall 
widen and expand forever. It is not my design how- 
ever to dwell on this point. I will not attempt to 
pourtray what imagination can but faintly conceive, 
and what faith even in its most favoured moments 
can but faintly realize. You are well aware that eve- 
ry situation in life has its peculiar trials and presents 
peculiar obstacles to the growth of vital religion— 
and that whatever tends to check the progress of the 
Christian ia the divine life, operates unfavourably on 
the inflaence of truth in the awakening and conver- 
sion of slaners. If I mistake not, the obstacles to re- 
vivals of religion in our ‘Colleges are greater than 


The case however is | and especially to those who have an overweening con- 
quite otherwise ; for it is evident that men of piety, | 


fidence in themselves.—It is | believe generally ac- 
knowledged to be far more difficult to address men of 
this description on the subject of religion, in a proper 
manner, than any other class. The wisdom’ of this 
world in the mind of the natural man often fosters 
pride, and self-conceit, and frequently opposes the 
strongest barriers to the wisdom of God. Besides, 
this pride of feeling produces a false shame in the 
mind of the student. It is often that he is convinced 
of the reality and importance of religion, and yet 
dares not avow his feelings because he fears the ridi- 
cue of his companions. With many a student | have 
no doubt there is a tedious conflict between his con- 
science and his pride before it is known to others that 
he is affected. This state of mind will not unfrequent- 
ly lead him to plunge in vice and dissipation, by 
which he is surrounded, that he may drown the voice 
of conscience, and quench the Holy Spirit. I know 
that such feelings are not peculiar to students—that 
they are felt more or less by persons in every situation 
—but they are much stronger in the mind of the stu- 
dent than in the minds of others because he is con- 
nected with a greater number, whose sneers and con 
tempt he dreads. : 
Another obstacle to the influence of religion in 
Colleges results from that close attention which the 
student must give to his studies. The business of 
College requires the exertions of the mind, and while 
the student is getting his lesson, he must shut out 
from his mind all other objects, or he can make but 
little progress. In this respect how much advantage 
have others over the scholar. The merchant, the me- 
chanic, and the husbandman, can be employed in his 
appropriate duties, and yet turn his thoughts to the 
concerns of his soul. Not so with the student ;—while 
engaged in stady he must abstract his mind from 
every thing else, and direct it to this alone. If he 
thinks on religion at all, it must be in the intervals of 
study, and then he is often so fatigued in body and 
mind as to be almost incapable of directing his mind 
profitably to any subject. In a period of relaxation 
from intense study he feels but little fitted to engage 
vigorously in the things of religion. These remarks 
are applicable to the Christian ; and if I mistake not, 
there are few young men of piety who pass through 
college without feeling the effects here described. 
What then must the effect be on the mind of an im- 








those in almost any other situation. Toa few of; 
these [ call your attention, not to discourage you, but | 


penitent? If the Holy Spirit is working in his heart— 
if he is secretly convincivg him of bis sins and mise- 
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ry, now much danger is there lest these sacred influ- 
ences be checked by that inattention too often pro- 
duced by @ pressure o intellectual duties. 


requiring the student to get his lessons? This 
may be done in individual cases—but it would 
not dy to suspend the duties of college in ordinary re- 
yivais. tt would produce greater evils than benefits. 
Sue careless part would take advantage of Such an 


occasiva, and being freed from study would have 
le sure to indulge in vice and dissipation of the gross- 
esi kisd. {ft is therefore necessary to continue the 


exeictses of coilege—and if so, it is requisite that all 
should perform L.eir part. [would not be understood 
to say nat leacamg and religion are incompatible,— 
fur from u—for it ws eeneraliv the fact that the most 
religious nnve the best reputation for diligence in their 
studies. Ail that | intead to say is. that with regard 
to the student @ greater degree of effort and resolu- 
tiow 13 weecesary ‘nu order to withdraw the mind from 
the objec’, im which it is constantly employed, than 
iw the case of those who are engaged in mauual or 
mechayieal pursuits. 

Anoiner thiug which tends to deaden the operations 
of divine truth, is that spirit of emulation and rivalry 
Whici. is almost inseparable from the constitution of a 
college. Ibe stadent looks forward with an anxious 
eye, to tie period when he shall hid adieu to the 
scenes of his collegiate life, and it is not strange if he 
wishes to quit these scenes with an honorable reputa- 
tiun for learning. With a great proportion, good 
scholarship is the only passport to usefulness and 
honor. To the attainment of this, the student will of 
course direct his efiorts, and too often this praise-wor- 
thy object degenerates into a mere desire to ex- 
cel. This often gives rise to some of the worst feel- 
ings of the human heart. The ambitious student 
cannot endure a competitor;—envy, jealousy and 
hatred rankle in his bosom, and keep him in perpetu- 
al agitation. I need not say that such feelings are 
hostile to religion. Into the heart that cherishes them 
the Holy Spirit cannot enter; and from it he will take 
his fligit though he had made it his abode. 

Such, Christian Friends, are some of the obstacles 
to thecommencement and progress of a revival of re- 
ligion iu college. But yet we know they are not iv- 
surmountable, they have often been overcome ;—the 
history of past years shows it. The history of al- 
most every year shows it. Amidst all these counter- 
acting influences the Holy Spirit has carried on his 
own work; sealed many a student an heir of salva- 
tion, and made him an instrument of good to the 
church, and to the world. Brethren let the peculiar 
circumstances in which young men are placed in our 
literary institutions awaken your sympathies, and 
your most earnest prayers. Nothing is too hard for 
the Lord; and he can with infinite ease, produce such 
a sense ‘‘ of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment” 
as shall far overbalance all the selfish considerations 
of honor, all the deadning influences of intense study, 
and ail the pride of feeling which are hostile to a re- 
vival of religion. An ALUMNUS. 











REVIVALS IN GEORGIA. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Columbian 
Ster, dated— 
Eatonion, Geo. Jan. 11, 1828. 
My Dear BrotuEer,—The communication in your 
paper dated 3ist July, mentioned the commencement 


of a revival of religion in this place. In the last of 
August we baptized 15. The good work seemed to 


gather fresh vigor at Antioch, 15 miles west, during 
the session of the Ocmulgee association, on the first 
ef September. 


Here were collected some thousand 


Rea wats. 


‘aged ministers had neverattended one 
But will! 
it ve said that this evil may be remedied by not 
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persons, and the meeting continued five days. Many 
where there 
were so many aad so evident tokens of God's spirttina 
powerful operations. Convirled persons, whe could 
not approach near the stand to hear the prayers, 
would crowd around ministers in various parts of the 
immense congregation, and there beseech an interest 
in their petitions. Three or four groups could be seen 
at a time bowing down in the dust. Meetings were 
held every night at several houses, and at one there 
were four hopeful conversions ! 

The messengers departed front Antioch with a de 
sire to “ let their light shine,”’ and soon we heard of a 
most powerful work in Jasper, and also west of the 
Ocmulgee, in Butts, Henry, and other counties. 

It would fill sheets to give you any thing of a de 
tailed account. Human instrumentality has been 
wonderfully blessed, and though Christians know that 
God alone can change the current of their will, they 
have been as active as if it depended on their exertions. 
The churches west of us are gathering fresh acces. 
sions every meeting,—18 20, and 46 were added to 
to them on last Sabbath. 

In some parts, lay-brethren as well as ministers give 
themselves wholly to the work of exhortation from 
houge to house. Instances of very pungent convic- 
tion have been mentioned. A gentleman, who has 
sustained many offices of honour and profit, was rid- 
ing along a few days ago and so much was he dis- 
tressed at his hopeless condition, that he dropped 
from his horse and begged an old negro, whom he 
met, to pray for him! 

Large accessions have been made to the ranks of 
our methodist brethren, and some to the Presbyteri- 
ans. I give you below the number baptized at some 
of our churches chiefly since the Ist of September: I 
may not be exact in the report of each, but it will not 
differ much from the true number. 

Eatonton, 72; Liberty, 55; Little River, 36; Heph- 
zibah, 71; Rocky Creek, 123: Bethlehem, 68; Anti 
och, 61; Mouticello, 37; Salem, 40; Sharon, 49; 
Smyrna, 20; Sardis, 23; Bethel, 36; Padanaram, 30; 
Rose Creek, 35; M’Donough, 20; Murder Creek, 34; 
Greensboro, 31; Holly Spring, 20; Island Creek, 50; 
several other churches, 11]; Total, 1022. 

The greater portion of these have been baptized by 
six or seven ministers. Many other churches have 
been abundantly blessed, but I have not had from 
them recent information. A Society auxiliary to our 
Geveral Association was formed on the 28th Decem- 
ber,at Sharon. Henry, consisting of more than 30 
members. The little church at Macon, is securing 
additions almost every meeting. Among the young 
converts there are several with gifts promising future 
usefulness to our churches, and you well know there 
is an extensive field, now white for harvest. 

Your s &c. 
ADIEL SHERWOOD. 


—. 


REVIVAL AT MONROE STATION, 


Letter fiom the Rev. Tuomas C. Srvart, to 
the Corresponding Secretary of ihe Lexington, 
(Ky.) Female Missionary Society. 


Monroe, Dec. 10th, 1827. 


The last summer and fall have been the most 
solemn and interesting seasons I have ever wit- 
nessed. God was near in a very peculiar manner. 
His Holy Spirit came down, not indeed as a 
mighty rushing wind, but in a still, small, vet pow- 
erful voice, subduing the hearts of the stoutest reb- 
els, and bringing sinne:s of every description to 
bow atthe feet of Jesus. Fora few weeks the 
awakening appeared to be general. The atten- 
tion of almost every one in our neighbourhood, 
and for many miles around, seemed to be aroused ; 
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and many came from a distance, as if to enquire 
what these things meant. Our meetings, which 
were frequent, were crowded to overflowing. 
There was no poise nor confusion, but freq rewily 
the deep sigh and inward anguish of the woundes 
spirit. The convictions were generally very pow 

erful, but soon followed with deliverance from the 
bondage of sin and Satan, and a rejoicing in hops 
of the glory of God. Christians, as you may 
well suppose, were waked up, and ceased not to 
besiege a throne of grace for a yet more plenuful 
effusion of the Spit. Perhaps you are by this 
lime, anticipating a very large accession to the 
Church; such as you are accustomed to hear of 
from revivals in other parts of the world. Per 

haps also you have been painting in your imagina 

tion, companies of Indians, whom we view as the 
outcasts of Isvael, returning to the Lord with 
weeping and with mourning. We cannot, of 
course, speak with certainty as to the nuinber who 
have been brought into the kingdom of Christ, as 
the fruit of this Visitation ; but in judgment of 
charity, we nope about twenty-two; of whomtwo 
are natives, three are White men, and the rematn- 
der black people. The good work still goes on, 
though with less power and interest than formerly. 
There are now about fifteen who appear to be un 

der concern about their souls, and enquiring what 
they shali doto be saved. A few who once seem- 
ed to have set their faces Zionward, are now walk- 
ing in the downward road, and are far from Goa 
and heaven. We pray that they may not continue 
to wander unl they stumble into the dark cham- 
bers of eternal night. Qu a review of the past, 
we are constrained to bless God for his unspeak- 
able mercies. O! may he continue to work unul 
not only this heathen land, but all the world shall 
bow and own him as their sovereign Lord.— West- 
ern Luminary. 


From the New-York Observer. 
REVIVAL AT SEA. 
Norrouk, (Va.) January 10th 1828. 


Messrs Eprrors,--Among the wonderful 
works of God, that of divine grace in converting 
sinners, is the most illustrious and glorious. And 
among all the displays of his mighty power, as it 
is manifested in operating effectually upon the 
great variety of character and condition which are 
gathered into the family of man, that of renewing 
the hearts of seamen and creating them in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, seems to me to hold the 
first rank. When we consite: the general eccen- 
tricity of character which belongs to seamen,— 
their deep rooted prejudices, and long confirmed 
habits of sin ; and when we contemplate them tn 
their isolated state, “afar off on the sea,” far from 
the house of God, far from the ministration of bis 
word and ordinances, and from the sphere of mor- 
al influence,—then, to witness the energies ot 
sovereign and almighty grace upon their hearts, 
in subduing officers and seamen to the obedience 
of faith, and leading them to participate in the joys 
and consolations of the Gospel, is a work tly 
hie truly glorious and admirable, and cannot 

ut be “ wonderful in our eyes.” As evidence 


in point of such a gracious effect, on board one 
of our ships of war on a foreign station, 1 send 


Revivals. 





you an extract ofa letter received a few days 





since from one of the Lieutenants belonging to 
‘he Ship. 


ot 





[ hope, sir, you will not suppose f have 
40 please ii thiokimg of you. I have speut ima- 
Oy happy hours in your society, and aw indebted 
to you for instruction ia the +oad that leads to 
life ciernal. | have pleasure in communicatiog 
ny feelings to ene of the Toru’s peopie. You 
konw the heart of man, and its joys aad trials 
when brought out of darkness into God’s marvel- 
lous light. I have had much experience of this, 
since | saw you : Showers of divine mercy, and I 
trust some dropping and refreshing tofiuences of 
the Holy Spirit. One thing Lknow ;—tiai wheie- 
sl was blind, now L see. The sublime giortes of 
the Cross, which were once foolishuess tu me, are 
now Opened to my view, and my soul swelis with 
rapiure, and delights to reflect and dweil upou the 
coming wouders. letrustl rejoice ia the prospect, 
i trast [ am anxious for the Jlory of God. | waik 
outand look as it were, at “the waole creation 
burthened, aud groaning util now :? and then 
think of Him, who has takeo off the beavy burden, 
with feelings that lL cannot describe. I feel safe 
under His garments of righteousness, Who las la- 
Keim away the cerror of deatu—biought lite and 
unmortality clearly to light: aud cling close to 
Him who is the resurrection aod the life. O my 
friend, L do long tor the period whén this corrup- 
tible shall put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shail patoo immortality. Roused, as I have been, 
from the heavy stupor of carnai security and deep 
uobehef, | amin a manner dazzied by the bright- 
ness of the unexpected light which datts frow eve- 
ry quaiter into my hitherto benighted punc. No 
Hottentot was ever more in the daik,—no wretch 
ever more deserving eternal darkness and despair, 
But the precious blood bas been spiled,—i have 
heard the proclamation, and L trust have accepted 
the pardon. O wondrous padron! And uot on- 
ly pardon; but a crown —ap tmmortal * crown of 
life.” O how precious, how uuspeakably precious, 
is that blood winch has cleansed and saved so ma- 
ny myriads of the soos of perdition’ IL could 
weep to see the offers of mercy daily neglected,— 
but God’s boly will be done. He Knows His own. 
He is a good Shepherd, and will bring them io his 
own tune. Since we left you, five of our officers 
have been led to embrace the Saviour, and sever- 
ul of the men are * seeking Jesus.” Q pray that 
the seed which has beep sown may soon spring ap 
—pray for me that L may be lamble and practical 
—send fifty Bibles, and also Tracts.” 

The above extract 1 have copied move at large, 
because the matter and whole connexion seemed 
to require it. {t cannot fail to be to your numer- 
ous plous readers, “* good news trom a far count- 
iy.” Aadto our Navy in general, and all Navies, 
and ali ship-masters aud mMarmers, Our hearts de- 
sire aud prayer to God, ts, that it may be abund- 

ntly blest, and excite many with gladness and ad- 
miration to exclann, * What bath God wrought!” 


SYNOD OF TENNESSEE. 

The Pastorai Leiter, aud Narrative of the state o! 
Religion within the bounds of the Synod of Tennes- 
see, after noticing the powerful and extensive revivals 
with which their Churches are favored, remark :— 

We should be too tedious for your patience, 
should we go into a detail of those instances 0! 


[Fes. 





BeBe 
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co .verting grace, tha: have been rehearsed tron | «ere examoied ov Me. Wilderspin, at Wadsworth 
the. fereoat sections of the Syaod | Micethug, were conveved to tha piace from Qu \- 

\W we fear! of voung persons whe stand | koe-street ina hackney e ach, i passis through 


arouvitve edre, of oar congregations, an 1 O-va- 
— iy opterrupt treis solemarny by frwolou. 

vhispers, drawn by the convictions of the Spinich 
‘ss seats of tue anxious, aa! becoming the hun. 
bl disciples of the lt Re’ leene 

We have beard of an old man between sixty 
and seventy, deeply alarmed through the atiastry 
ofthe word, retiring home at uight to seek security 
on his pillow, bur anabdle to pac ify the reproache- 
of comsqence, reiurning the sane evening to ask 
the pravers and counsel of Christiaas, vielding up 
himself to the mercy of his God, and on the first 
opportunity establishing the worstip if Grodin his 
family. 

We have beard of a proverbial despiser of reli- 
gion, uow oppressed with the horrors of despair. 
and now obtaining “a good hope throagh grace.’ 

We have heard of the avowed disbelvever in 
revelatiou, persuaded to abandon his refuge of ies, 
and embrace the gospel he once hated. 

We have heard of the ungodly son of a pious 
parent, arrested by a fit of sickness, in the career 
of unbelief aud ingratitude, and moved to yeni 
tence by his sister’s realing of the death of Jesus. 

On tmnstances like these i is natural to remark : 

1. That the means of conversion is the saine 
now, as when Pau! addressed the awakened jailor, 
or when Jesus delitered the parable of the sower 
Jt is the simple word of God. We should try 
therefore, in all our addresses to the impenitent, 
not to stun them with our voices, to frighten them 
with our gestures, or confuse them with the rapid 
ity and indistinctness of our utterance ; buat to com. 
municate to their understandings, and urge on 
their consciences, that solid instruction, which we 
are taught to study from the sacred volume. 

2. That the Holy Ghost alone can apply that 
instruction, with a saving and comforting efficacy 
on the heart. ‘Therefore, we should seek to culti 
vate, with this Almighty Comforter, that intima- 
cy of intercourse by secret prayer, which will lead 
us to a constant reliance on his aid, in wielding 
that weapon which he condescends to intrust to 
our feeble instrumentality. 

3. That conversion comes not from the choice 
of the sinner, but from the choice of God. The 
sinner, instead of choosing it, tried to throw off 
and escape his convictions. But God chose to 
convert him of his own kind and sovereign pleas- 
ure. Hence we arrive, by the experience of fart, 
at the same truth which we are taught by revela- 
tion, that “it is not of him that willeth nor of hin 
that runneth, but of God that sheweth tercv.” 
Therefore it is our duty, with devout and submis 
sive gratitude, to ascribe to his own electing pur 
pose all the honors of human salvation. 

The above striking instances of conversion have 
been cited, by no means to dishearten the honex 
Christian, whose experience is shaded with differ- 
ent colors, but drawn by the hand of the sare di- 
vine Artist. Let him remember if he has truly 
the spirit of Christ, it is of litthe consequence | 
through what channel or process God cliose ta be- 
stow it. But let him seek to ascertain on satisfac- 
tory evidence, that “the same mind be in him, 


which was also in Christ Jesus.” 


Moral Discriminalion.—As the children who 
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Britewel! 
.f what 5 
1 prison for confiutag wiese 
‘Bat oot little children.” said 
ao more than foar vears old 
te children!” mquived Mr. W 
the clold, * many litle 
know auv beter.” “Then vou moon to say. rf vou 
io Wrong you ought not to be punished’ 
[ do not mean myself, aor any of those in 
mie school—we do know betler, and-so we should 
be punished if we do wrong.”— Lond. pap. 
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INDIANS OF THE UNITED STATES 


Boston Recorder after an ac- 
‘oumt of what the United States have done for the Indians, 


nakes the 


A writer in the giving 


following statement : 


At first view it may appear very generous in onr 
government to do so much for th: Lodians ; but 
should be remembered that government has al- 
ways purchased their lands at its own price, and 
old thein again to its own citizens for 2 dollars 
ver acre. Upto 1820 the United States had pur- 
chased of the Indians 191.778.5536 acres of land, 
lor payment of which Cousress appropriated $2,- 
532.916. Previously to Qviober 1819, govern- 
men: had sold 18,.500.000 $44.000.000. 
Snould the remainder of these lands be disposed 
ofat the same advantageous rate, there will be pla- 
ced in the U. S. Treasury after having paid the 
lodians all they are ever to receive, a net gain of 
$500,000,000 This statement reaches only to 
1820, but government has bought large tracts of 
land since, at about the same rate. 

Now making all reasonable deduction for waste 
lands, failure of public creditors, expense of sur- 
veying, &c. there must still remain an immense 
yecuniary profit to our government from its trade 
vith the Indians, besides the political importance 
of the country acquired, and the vast accession of 
ational strength, arising from its being settled by 
ourown citizens. Cannot government afford then 
io do something for the Lludians ? 


acres for 


RESPECT FOR THE MINISTRY. 

If revivals destroy respect for the Christian 
ministry, as we are told they must, how shall we 
account for the following facts: From the list 
in the last Report of the American Bible Society, 
we find that one hundred Congregational cle "gy- 
mea in Connecticut, have been made Life Mem- 
bers of that Society, by individuals or associa- 
rons, since its formation. We find also from the 
second Report of the American Tract Society, 
that three Congregational clergymen have been 


nade Directors for Life, and seventeen Mem- 
bers for life of that Society, by individuals or 
associations in Connecticut. We have not at 
hand the means to learn exactly how many 
have been made Honorary Members of the 
American Board of Missions--and Life Mem- 


bers of several other Benevolent institu;ions —but 
tne vumber of all these is not small. Christian 
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Poetry—* God is our refuge.” — The Infidel and little Mary. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
“GOD IS OUR REFUGE.’~—Psalm 45th. 


Tur dearest friends may grieve us, 
The fondest hopes decay, 

The firmest props deceive us, 
Or trembling tarn to clay. 

The wealth amass’d with sorrow 
On shadowy wing may fleet, 

And guilta false smile borrow 
To lure our wandering feet, — 

Sharp thorns the breast may harrow, 
Despite the healer’s art, 

Or slander's poison’d arrow 
Transfix the bleeding heart,— 

The dark grave clasp the treasure 
Which in our souls we seai'd, 

And every trace of pleasure 
To pain and sickness yield, 

The star of life be clouded, 
The spoiler have his will; 

What then !—though earth be shrouded 
“ (jod is our refuge” still. H. 


SCANDAL—A Fracment. 

‘There are people,’ continued the corporal, ‘ who 
can’t even breathe, without slandering a neigh- 
bor.’ 

‘You judge too severely,’ replied my aunt 
Prudy, ‘no one ts slandered who does not deserve 
it.’ 

‘That may be ;’ retorted the corporal, but I have 
heard very slight things said of you.’ 

The face of my aunt kindled with anger. ‘Me !” 
Se exclaimed, * Me /’—slight things uf me! what 
can any body say of me! 

‘They say,’ answered the corporal gravely, and 
drawing his words to keep her in suspense. *that— 
that you are no better than you ought to be.’ 

“Fury flashed from the eyes of my aunt. 

‘Who are the wretches ? 

‘I hope they slander no one who does not de- 
serve it,’ remarked the corporal jeeringly, as he 
left the room. 

“ The feelings of my aunt may well be conceiv- 
ed. She was sensibly injured. True she had her 
foibles. She was peevish and fretful. But she 
was rigidly moral and virtuous. The purest ice 
was not more chaste. The Pope himself could 
not boast more piety. Conscious of the correct 
ness of her conduct, she was wounded at the re 
mark of the corporal. Why should her neighbors 
slander her? She‘could not conjecture. 

“Let my aunt be consoled. A person who cai 
live in this world without suffering slander must 
be too stupid or insignificant to claim attention.” 


What is Prayer ?—A child six years old, in the 
Quaker-street school, said, ‘ When we kneel down 





[Per. 


THE INFIDEL AND LITTLE MARY 


In the vilage of H lived a worthy membe, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. She was a mii. 
liner, and employed a number of apprentices, most 6; 
whom became subjects of a gracious revival in that 
place. One was distinguished for ber remarkable gift 
and fervour in prayer—I think her name was Mary.— 
There was snother, whom [ shall call Sally, who lived 
a few miles in the country, and whose gather was a 
professed deist ; these two became peculiarly attach. 
ed to each other. Ona certain occasion, as Sally 
was going home on a short visit, she solicited and ob. 
tained liberty for Mary to accompany her; and, by 
the blessing of God, the hard heart of the infidel was 
smitten. 

The account given by the gentleman ‘o the Rev 
Mr. H , was as follows :—That his daughter, 
when at home, had often spoke of Mary as being an 
extraordinary youth, and of her wonderful prayers in 
their prayer meetings, &c. That he really felt a 
strong curiosity to hear her pray, but doubted if she 
would do so in his presence. However, he thought 
he would propose the subject, and see what she would 
say aboutit. After the evening was mostly speut, he 
said to her, ‘‘ Mary, my daughter has often spoke of 
you, and says that you pray in your meetings; [ 
should like very well to haye you pray with us this 
evening.” For a few moments all was profound si- 
lence. At length, Mary with great solemnity replied, 
“‘T will endeavor to, sir, if you will please to kneel 
with me.” “] was not expecting such a reply,” said 
he, “ but the request was too reasonable to be resist- 
ed. I knelt, and she prayed; and such a prayer! 
had never heard in my life before.” (Tears filled his 
eyes while he spoke.) ‘‘ She prayed for me, as the 
head of a family, that I might bring up my childrea 
in the feer of the Lord; cod woke of the awful cun- 
sequences of a father’s negiect in these things. Real- 
ly, I cannot describe, her prayer, but I never before 
felt myself so admonished. I had supposed, that at 
their prayer meetings one learned their prayers of 
another; but I am now satisfied that flesh and blood 
never taught that child to pray in such a manner. [| 
have had no rest to my spirit since.—I am fully con- 
vinced of the truth of divine revelation, and am re- 
solved by the grace of God, never to rest until I obtain 
a witness of God's pardoning love.” 


NV Y. Journal and Advocate. 











The heart of a virtuous person is a paradise, into which 
the serpent never enters, but rereives a sudden repulse, 


eS 
CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES. 


The Western Conference of the Congregational Chur- 
ches, we understand will be held at Bridgeport the ensu- 
ing week, to convene on Wednesday the 13th inst. : gen- 
eral meeting on Thursday. Andon the week following 
it is expected to visit the Church of the United Society in 
this City. 


*.* The Female Auxiliary Bible Society 


of New-Haven, acknowledge the receipt of $10 from 





in the scoool-room to pray, it{seems as if my heart 
talked’ [tis of no use without our heart prays. 


the Female Branch Society of Branford. 











CONTENTS.—NO, 37. 


Prayer for Colleges 577 | Important Facts 583 | Revivals of Religion 589 
Exertions to circulate the Bible 578 | A Monument of Mercy ib. | Synod ot Tennessee Bin) 
A Neighborly Chat 679 | Cause of Seamen 584 | Indians of the United States 60! 
Religious Experience 580 | Ward Bible Societies ib. | Poetry —* God is our resuge” ov 
The Dark Ages returning 581 | Conference of Churches 585 | Scandal ib 
To the Churches 682 | Infant Baptism 586 | The Infidel and little Mary ib 
Harvard College ib. | Prayer for Colleges 588 




















